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AMENDMENT 

IN THE CLAIMS; 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch assembly comprising: 

a latch including a recessed m outh to receive a striker bar and a latch bolt moveable in a 
first plan e .to_ cooperate wiih the recessed mouth and releaseahly retain the striker bar > wherein t he 
recessed m outh including inclades a first wedge arrangement having ^an inwardly facing first 
abutment surface and aan inwardly facing second abutment surface^— and the first wedge 
arrangement febeing provided laterally of^ and on both sides of, the latch bolt, the inwardly facing 
first abutment surface and the inwardly facing second abutment surface being substantially 
perpendicular to the first plan e striker bar , and w horoin t he latch is mountable to on e of a first 
vehicle door structure o nd one of a vohiolo body - and - a - s e cond v e hicl e doon and 

a strilcer including a -the striker bar -, the striker bar having a striker bar axis, a first striker 
bar end region, a second striker bar end region a nd a second wedge arrangement having a third 
abutment surface and a fourth abutment surface, wherein the second wedge arrangement is 
provided lotenilly with regpoct to the latch bolt of tho latoh longitudinallv with respect to the 
striker bar axis at the first striker bar end region and the second striker bar end region and the 
striker is mountable to tho other of the first v e hicl e door and tlie otli e r of th e v e hicl e door ond 
thea second vehicle dee fstructutc . 

AAd-whercin engagement of the latch bolt of the latch - a nd the striker releasably secures 
the first vehicle de^^ -structure t o the on e of tho vohiolo body and tho s econd vehicle door 
structure b v relative displacement of the latch towards the strike r such that the striker bar axis 
extends perpendicular to the first plane when the striker bar is releasablv retained by the latch 
bolt > and 

wherein the first wedge arrangement and the second we^ige arrangement prevent 
movement between the latch and the striker in a direction substantially parallel to the first plane 
when the latch assembly is in a latched condition? and t he inwardiv facing f irst abutment surface 
and the inwardiv facing s econd abutment surface engage the third abutment surface and the 
fourth abutment surfac e^ respectively . 
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2. (ORIGINAL) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface and 
the fourth abutment surface include sL guide airangoinent to assist the latch in engagement with 
Che striker during relative displaceinent of the latch towards the striker. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the inwardly 
facing f irst abutment surface includes a ^ted -first r e^on and the fewth -inwardlv facing second 
abutment surface includes a second region substantially parallel to the first tegion. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to «Hy-claim 1 wherein at least 
one of the third abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface includes a substantially planar 
region, 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to «iy-claim 1 wherein the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface are proximato d irectly adjacent t o the striker 
bar. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 5 wherein the striker 
includes a first arm and a second arm that retain ends of - t he' first s triker ba r end region and the 
second striker bar end region, respectively, and the first arm and the second arm extend 
transverse to the striker bar axis. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 6 wherein the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment s urface abutment- arc provided on at least one of the 
first arm and the second arm. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The assembly according to claim 7 wherein at least one 
of the first aim and the second arm is a metal plate that at least partially encircles the striker bar 
and provides the third abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface. 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 6 wherein the first arm 
and the second aim are integral with a structure that mounts the striker to th e one of t he first 
vehicle de^ ^omponen t ond - tho - ono of tho oooond vohiolo door and tho vohiolo body . 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the inwardly 
facing fi rst abutment surface and the inwardly facing s econd abutment surface are resilient 

IL (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the inwardly 
facing fi rst abutment surface includes a first region and the inwardly facing s econd abutment 
surface includes a second region substantially parallel to the first region, and wherein the first 
region and the second region are separated by a striker spacing. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 11 wherein the third 
abutment surface includes a third region and the fourth abutment surface includes a fourth region 
substantially parallel to the third region, wh e rein -t he third region and the fourth region are 
separated by a latch spacing, and wherein - t he striker spacing is less than the latch spacing. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface 
includes a third region and the fourth abutment surface includes a fourth region substantially 
parallel to the third region. 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch assembly comprising: 

a latch including a recessed m outh to receive a striker bat a nd a latch bolt moveable in a 
first plan e to cooperate with the recessed mouth and releasablv retain the striker ban wherdn t he 
recessed m outh includes an inwardly facing i noluding ft first abutment surface having a first region 
and a second abutment surface having a second region substantially parallel to the first region, 
wherein the latch is mountable to on e of a first vehicle door and ono of a vohiol e body and a 
fi ooond vohlolo doo r comtx)nent : 

a striker including a -the s triker ba r having a strike^ bar axis , a third abutment surface and a 
fourth abutment surface, wherein the striker is mountable to tho othor of tho firot vohiolo door and 
th e oth e r of th e v e hicl e body and th e a second vehicle doof scontponent and wh e rein engagement of 
the latch bolt of the latch a nd the stoker releasably secures the first vehicle componentd eef to the 
one of the vehicl e body and the second vehicle component^ eep by xelactve displacement of the 
latch towards the strike r such chat the striker bar axis extends substantiallv perpendicular to the 
first plane when the striker bar is releasablv retained by the latch bolt : and 

a vertical wedge arrangement to prevent movement between the latch and the striker in a 
direction substantially parallel to the first plane when the latch assembly is in the-a^latched 
condition, wherein the vertical wedge arrangement is provided laterally of. and on both sides of. 
the latch bolt and the inwardly facing fi rst abutment surface and the second abutment surfac e are 
substantially perpendicular to the first plane and engage the third abutment surface and the fourth 
abutment surfac e, respecti vel v , 

15. (ORIGINAL) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein the third abutment surface 
and the fourth abutment surface include a guide arrangement to assist the latch in engagement 
vrith the striker during relative displacement of the latch towards the striker. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein at least one of the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface include a substantially planar region. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein the inwardly 
facing fi rst abutment surface and the second abutment surface are resilient 
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18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein tho first 
abutment Durfaoo inoludoo a firat refflon and the second abutment s urfac e included a s e cond r e gion 
subotontially parall e l to tho firot rogioni and t he fiist region and the second region are separated by 
a striker spacing. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The assembly according to claim 18 wherein the third 
abutment surface includes a t hird region and the fourth abutment surface includes a fourth region 
ai^separated by a latch spacing, and whoroin t he striker spacing is less than the latch spacing. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A striker for rclcasable sccurcment to a latc h-including - a 
latoh boJt having a mouth , the striker comprising: 

a mounting portion; 

a striker bar to be releasably rotoin th o retained by a latch bol t of the latch, the striker bar 
pcludmg a striker bar axis, a first striker bar end region and a second striker bar end region : and 

^ first ann and a second arm that retain the first slj^^key bar end region and the second 
gg^jcer bar end region and connect the striker bar to the mounting portion, wherein the first am 
and the second arm extend transv^se to the striker bar axis and at least one of the first aim and 
the second arm is a metal nlatc that at least oartiallv encircles the striker bar and provides a first 
planar surface and a second planar surface substantially parall e l to th e first planar surfac e and 
arranged to engage Ae -a recessed m outh of the latch and to substantially prevent relative 
deflection p egpendieulop—to- n - plane ■ of ■ tlie - first - planar -- gurface - —and '- the - s econd planar 
Qurfao ot ransverse to the striker bar axis . 

21. (NEW) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface and the 
fourth abutment surface contact the first striker bar end region and the second striker bar end 
region, respectively. 

22. (NEW) The assembly according to claim 1 further including a gap between the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface, wherein the striker is received in the gap when 
the latch assembly is in the latched condition. 
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